HISTORY OF DRIVING

Driving began as an FEI Discipline in 1970.  The vehicles which were used in the marathon were wooden ones, and some of them were very old.

In Europe, Driving is the Oldest Competitive Equestrian Sport.  This Discipline is without Riders, instead, Drivers sit on a vehicle drawn by a Single Horse/Pony, Pair, Tandem or Team of Four.  It consists of Three Phases: Dressage. Marathon and Obstacle Driving (Cones Course).  Final placing is determined by the sum of the penalties accumulated over the three trials.

DRESSAGE involves performing a sequence of compulsory figures or shapes within a rectangular arena.  Movements include speed and gait, transitions, circles of different sizes and halts.  The smoothness of the manoeuvres, the obedience of the animals, impulsion and correct positioning are assessed.

MARATHON this a truly spectacular trial, there is a course over a maximum of 22km at National and approx 18km in a Club Event.  Which includes natural hazards, such as sharp turns, water and steep hills as well as artificial obstacles built to test the drivers memory and the agility of the animals.  It is aimed to test the fitness and stamina of the animals and the judgement of pace and control by the driver.

OBSTACLE DRIVING or ‘Cones’, test the fitness, suppleness of the animals after the Marathon.  (Club events usually run this phase on a Saturday after the Dressage.)  To successfully negotiate the cones course, drivers must weave cleanly throughout narrow tracts outlined by cones with balls balanced on top.

HISTORY.  At a competition held at Windsor, a back wheel collapsed on a vehicle, the Queen was present and saw it happen.   A person on the carriage asked the Queen if they could cut down a small tree to tie onto the back axle, to keep if off the ground.  The Queen agreed.  The vehicle crossed the finished line.  This was done on 3 wheels plus one pole, much to the delight of the spectators.  That is why the rule has changed to rear “vehicle must have four wheels crossing the finish line”

